
The Regional District has completed a Housing Needs Assessment to understand housing challenges across Electoral Areas A, C, 
D, E, F, G and H. Housing Needs Assessments are a relatively recent requirement under the Local Government Statutes (Housing 
Needs Reports) Amendment Act, 2018. Local Governments are required to develop a Housing Needs Report every five years to 
better inform and understand the kind of housing most needed in their communities by identifying any existing and projected gaps 
in housing supply.

The report describes current and anticipated housing needs by collecting data, analyzing trends and speaking with  
community members. Key findings include:

 •  The population of the Electoral Areas is growing, especially in Electoral   
     Areas closer to Prince George.
 •  The population of the Electoral Areas is aging. By 2026, 22% of the  
     population may be over the age of 65.
 •  Renter households earn less income than owners, and are more likely at  
     at risk of housing insecurity. Nearly 25% of renter households in Electoral 
     Areas were unaffordable, in need of major repair, or overcrowded.
 •  Adjusted for inflation, the cost of home ownership has increased 45%  
     across the Electoral Areas over the past 10 years. Many residents have   
     been priced out of the ownership market.
 •  Couple households are more likely to be able to meet their needs than  
     single individuals or lone parents. Indigenous households are at a greater   
     risk of housing insecurity than non-Indigenous households.

The Regional District, along with the consultants responsible for the project,  
hosted an online public information session to formally share the findings with 
community members, organizations and those with an interest in rural housing 
needs. Funding for the Housing Needs Assessment project was provided  
by Northern Development Initiative Trust and the Union of BC Municipalities.
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The Regional District recently adopted a new Building Bylaw. It provides an operational framework for construction within the  
Electoral Areas that adheres to the British Columbia Building Code, the Local Government Act and the Building Act. The bylaw also 
includes a requirement that all residential Simple (Part 9) and residential Complex buildings (Part 3) meet Step 1 of the Energy Step 
Code on or after April 1, 2022.

New Building Bylaw Adopted



As a local government, the RDFFG is accountable to the residents of the region. Services provided include fire protection, 9-1-1  
emergency services, solid waste management, community sewer and water systems, land use planning, cultural and recreational services and parks.  
Total operating expenditures in 2017 were $36.65 million.

The governing board of the Regional District has 14 directors: four appointed by the City of Prince George from its council, one appointed by each of the councils 
of the District of Mackenzie, Village of McBride and Village of Valemount, and seven directors elected from within each of the seven electoral areas covering the 
unincorporated portions of the Regional District.
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The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George is home to over 94,000  
residents and covers 52,000 km2 in central BC, extending from the Pine Pass  
in the north to Hixon in the south, and from Bednesti Lake west to the Alberta border.

The Fraser-Fort George Endowment Fund 
is currently accepting applications for the 
2022 intake.  

Grants of up to $3,000 are available from 
each of the following Community  
Endowment Funds:

•  Salmon River-Lakes
•  Chilako River-Nechako
•  Hixon-Woodpecker
•  Willow River-Upper Fraser
•  Crooked River-Parsnip

Organizations within these five Electoral  
Areas wanting to fund projects to 
enhance their area’s quality of life are 
encouraged to apply.

Fraser-Fort George 
ENDOWMENT FUND

Visit rdffg.bc.ca or call 
250.960.4441 for more details. 
The application deadline is 
March 4, 2022.

Beaverly Fire Rescue and Ferndale/Tabor 
Volunteer Fire Department have acquired 
new Structural Protection Unit (SPU) 
trucks. The vehicles transport members  
to emergency events, and enhance the  
departments’ response to wildland inter-
face fires. They are also used for transport 
to out-of-area training events.

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Project Updates

The Regional District’s new Public Safety 
Operations Building will be operational 
within the next few months. The Prince 
George facility was purpose-built and 
designed as a fully redundant “live” back-
up fire dispatch facility as well as the 
region’s primary Emergency Operations 
Centre.

With spring approaching, many residents are starting to plan projects around their 
homes and properties. As a general reminder, building permits are required to:

•  Construct a new building or structure, including accessory buildings over 10m2

•  Make alterations, additions or repairs to an existing building or structure
•  Remodel or construct a deck attached to another building, or construct a free  
   standing deck more than 24" above finished grade
•  Install or alter plumbing within a building or structure
•  Install a chimney, fireplace, wood stove, insert or solid fuel burning appliance
•  Enclose a carport or change a garage to living space
•  Demolish or relocate a building or structure 

This list is not comprehensive, so contact the Building Inspection team at  
250-960-4400 before starting any new projects.

Horseshoe Lake, McBride

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
When is a Building Permit Required?

•

•

top: setting up the Emergency Operations Centre   
       at the Public Safety Operations Building   
                      bottom: Beaverly Fire Rescue’s  
                                   new SPU vehicle


