COMMUNITY PROJECT UPDATE

JUNE 2006

SUMMIT LAKE COMMUNITY SEWER PROJECT

BACKGROUND
In the summer of 2002, the Summit Lake Steering Committee requested the assistance
of the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George to explore the feasibility of proceeding
with a community sewer, collection and treatment system in the Tallus and Adam’s
Road areas of the Summit Lake community. A re-evaluation of a 1990 study was
completed by L&M Engineering. After an October 2004 meeting and subsequent
survey, property owners expressed strong interest in proceeding to petition for a pump
and haul system for the Tallus Road area and a low-pressure collection system for the
Adams Road area. Regional District of Fraser-Fort George Board approval to proceed
to petition was granted in November 2005.
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THE SYSTEMS
ADAMS ROAD

TALLUS ROAD

The Adams Road collection system will most
likely be a STEP (Septic Tank Effluent Pump)
pressure system. Capital costs attributable to
this system include the supply of septic tanks,
pumps and construction of the collection
mains, as well as the development of the
treatment lagoon and wetlands. The system
will discharge to a conventional lift station
located at the south end of the service area.
The pumps in the lift station will move the
effluent to the lagoon and wetland disposal
system. Adams Road property owners will be
responsible for the installation of their tank,
electrical services and all on-site sewer lines
from the house to the pump tank and to the
property line connection to the collection main.
(i.e. all on property installation costs).

The Tallus Road system will be pump and
haul. Capital costs attributable to this system
include two 1,000 gallon holding tanks, a
pump, pump chamber with float controls and
an alarm with panel. All on property installation
costs are the responsibility of the homeowner.
The pump would discharge into the holding
tanks (connected in series). The tanks would
be located on each private property at a
location that is readily accessible to a pumper
truck. The pump control and alarm panel
would be installed in the residence. Sewage
hauling costs from each tank to the lagoon are
the responsibility of the individual property
owner and would be based on usage.

Summit Lake Adams Road

Summit Lake Tallus Road

Page 3

PROJECT FINANCING
All property owners on both Tallus Road and
Adams Road will be responsible for the capital
costs of the treatment and disposal area
(lagoon and wetlands). All property owners in
each service area will share in the cost of
purchasing the on-site materials as part of their
overall project costs. Property owners who
choose not to receive on-site materials during
the project completion period would be
responsible for the full cost of these materials
at a later date, rather than receiving benefit of
2/3 grant cost reduction.
Project costs ($2.5 million) are based on
estimated engineering/construction costs in
2008. Any cost savings realized will reduce
overall project costs and be passed on to
property owners. If the cost exceeds those in
the petition, the approval of the property
owners would have to be obtained before the
project could proceed.

Tallus Road
Estimated Annual Costs per Property
Capital Costs
(25-year debenture)

$474

Operating/Maintenance Costs

300

Total Annual Costs
Total Monthly Costs

$774
$ 65

Adams Road
Estimated Annual Costs per Property
Capital Costs
(25-year debenture)
Operating/Maintenance Costs
Total Annual Costs
Total Monthly Costs

$1,020
551
$1,571
$ 131

TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL
The operating and maintenance costs for the
lagoon and wetlands will be split between the
two service areas based upon the projected
flows at full development (i.e. 38% to Tallus
Road and 62% to Adams Road).
It is
estimated that the Adams Road homeowners
will contribute a higher volume to the lagoon
disposal system than will Tallus Road.

WHAT’S NEXT?
The following is required for the project
proceed.

to

1. Approval by petition is required for both the

Tallus Road and Adams Road systems.
Two petitions (one for each area) will be
available for signing in June 2006. At least
50% of the property owners in each area
must support the service by signing the
petition. And, at least 50% of the net
taxable value of land and improvements
must be represented by those signing the
petitions.
2. The Regional District will be applying for

grant funds to cover up to 2/3 of the project
costs. The project will be cost-prohibitive
without approval of these funds and the
petition is based on the anticipation of grant
approval. While the grant program has not
been finalized, it should be in the near
future. See the attached Tentative
Implementation Table for information
purposes should the project receive all
necessary
approvals,
including
an
infrastructure grant.
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SUMMIT LAKE SEWER SYSTEM
TENTATIVE IMPLEMENTATION TABLE
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

DATE

Wayne Cameron, Chairperson
Mike Millard
Chris Wells
Gary Fitzsimmons
Terry Burgess, Electoral Area “G” Director
Betty Abbs
Sherry Corless

ACTION

June 2006

Petition documents available for signing.

1-2 months after petition sent out.

Completed petition documents returned to Regional District.

Closest Board meeting to receipt of
completed petition.

Sufficiency of petition certified by Regional District Secretary.
Regional District Board gives first two readings to Summit Lake
Sewer Service Establishment Bylaw and Loan Authorization Bylaw.

1-2 months after petition is certified.

Regional District Board gives third reading to bylaws and submits
to Ministry of Community Services for approval.
Application for capital funding grant authorized by Regional District.

1 month after bylaw is sent to Ministry.

Bylaws approved by Ministry.
Bylaws adopted by Board.

Up to 1 year after grant application
submitted.

Confirmation for grant received.
Authorization to obtain detailed engineering design services.

5 months after grant approved.

Detailed system design and specifications complete.
Project put out to public tender.

1 month after project put out to tender.

If tenders are within approved budget, Regional District awards
project construction contracts.

Up to 18 months after tender awarded.

Construction of system complete.
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